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Abstract

The Bulguksa Temple's Sangha Education Tradition

Han, Sang—gil
(Assistant Prof.,, Academy of Buddhist Studies in Dongguk Univ.)

The Bulguksa Temple is one of the most famous temples in Korea. It is the le
ading cultural heritage representing the history and tradition of Silla, and further
more, the culture of the Korean people, keeping the essence of the brilliant Silla
Buddhist culture. It should not be forgotten that this status of Bulguksa Temple i
s the result of harmonizing internal performance and education along with the rec
onstruction of an external pavilion.

The history and culture of the temple are created by the efforts of the sangha’
s who constantly devotes himself through the foresight and practice of daily life.
In this sense, this article focuses on Bulguksa Temple as a practice space. The p
ractice of teaching takes place in Gangwon. In other words, Gangwon is a repres
entative place for sangha education. This official name "Gangwon” has been confi
rmed for the first time so far, with Bulguksa records at the end of the 9th centur
y. The meaning of the beginning is very significant. This is because it means th
at Bulguksa Temple has a long tradition of teaching.

Gangwon education of modern Bulguksa Temple has been confirmed since 1913.
In 1960, Gangwon education covering pedestrians and samanera was conducted, a
nd many practitioners flocked. In 1975, it was reopened as Bulguksa Sangha Univ
ersity in 1975 according to the origin of Zen master Wolsan, who emphasized the
importance of fostering apprentices. After that, it was reorganized into Sangha Un
versity according to the educational system of the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhi
sm, starting with the first graduate in 1976, it produced hundreds of young sangh
a's 45 times until 2020.

At the center of this tradition were Gangju and the instructor. The tradition of
asking for learning in search of an outstanding sangha is no different from teachi
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ng, so many people visited Bulguksa Temple Gangwon in search of a good instru
ctor. Master Pyohoon, Yuga of Unified Silla, Master Seolwoo in 1913, as the curr
ent sangha graduate school president, Master Deokmin, the tradition of education
Bulguksa Temple has been steadily inherited.

Key words

Bulguksa Temple, gangwon, Sangha University, Three Saints Gangwon, Master
Pyohoon, Master Yuga, Master Wonchuk, Zen master Wolsan, Master Woonki,
Master Deokmin.
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