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Abstract

Human Buddhism in Modern and Contemporary China and Lay
Buddhism by GumDang LeeJaeBoK

Kim, Jin—moo

(Research professor, Chungnam Univ.)

This paper examines the philosophy of Human Buddhism advocated
by TaiXu(CAKJ), a Buddhist reformer and thinker active in modern
China, and the ideas of Lay Buddhism of GeumDang(#i4#) Lee,
Jae—Bok(#fFii5), who was active in Korea in modern and
contemporary times. TaiXu and LeeJaeBok were active during the
turbulent times of modern China and Korea. Although they worked in
different times and spaces, they can find commonalities in many
aspects.

In this paper, after discussing the lives and thoughts of TaiXu and
Geumdang, we drew out their commonalities in several aspects.

First, they both studied Eastern classics such as the Four Books and
Five Classics of Confucianism when they were young. Second, TaiXu
and Geumdang both studied various studies, including Buddhism, from
the best intellectuals of their time. Thirdly, TaiXu and Geumdang both
published quite a lot of poetry. Fourth, TaiXu was persecuted by
conservatives in reforming Buddhism, and Geumdang experienced
conflict between monks and monks living with wife. Fifth, both TaiXu
and Geumdang made efforts for lifelong education and established
various educational institutions. Sixth, both Geumdang and TaiXu

focused on missionary work through public Buddhist services. Seventh,
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similarities can be found in aspects of Buddhist thought.

The ideological core of TaiXu is ‘Human Buddhism’, and the
ideological core of Geumdang is ‘Lay Buddhism’. It can be said that
similarities can be found in the fact that they are all thoroughly based
on ‘Bodhisattva Path’.

Key words
TaiXu, GumDang LeeJaeBoK, Human Buddhism, Reforming Buddhism,
Lay Buddhism, Bodhisattva Path
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