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Abstract

The Bulguksa Temple's status in Modermn and Contemporary

Han, Sang-gil
(Assistant Prof., Academy of Buddhist Studies in Dongguk Univ.)

The research on Bulguksa was focused on the ancient founding period.
The article tries to talk about the history and status of Bulguksa since
modern times, which has not been noted. In the paper, studied the efforts
and history of monks from the period of 1910 when the country was taken
away to the restoration of temple in the 1970s, and from the time when it
was reborn as a temple propagation.

Bulguksa Temple started with the status of state protecting temple and
continued throughout the Goryeo and Joseon Dynasties. However, after the
19th century, the temple gradually declined due to its dilapidated buildings
and fewer monks. The temple’s fall was the reason why it was not
designated as The Thirty district head temple. It was even arranged from
the District Head Temple Girimsa system to the ordinary branch temple,
not the head branch temple. It was around 1938 when Bulguksa began to
regain its status as it’s the District Head Temple.

Girimsa and the local people joined forces to initiate a promotion of
petition to become the head temple. In 1936, a large amount of state funds
were provided to restore a temple, it was very popular as a tourist site.
In 1959, Bulguksa was designated as the Main Temple officially recognized
as a representative temple of North Gyeongsang Province. In 1962, it
firmly established itself as the head temples of the 11th diocese of the
Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism. Afterwards, the temple completed four
years of restoration from 1969 to 1973. Based on this external foundation, a
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sutra school and zen center were established to prepare the original form
of Buddhist monk education and practice zen.

Key words

Bulguksa Temple, Girimsa Temple, The Thirty District Head Temple,
The Head Temple System, Zen master Wolsan, President Park Jeonghui,
The Temple Ordinance, Sarira stupa of Bulguksa Temple
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