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Abstract

Han Yongun's Thought on Reforming of Monastic Education

Kim, Jong-in
(Visting Professor, Kyung Hee University)

Han Yongun's theory for the reforming of Korean Buddhist monastery
education system is based on his modernized view on religion and
sciences. His thought of sciences are radically progressive as he supposes
that methodology of sciences itself is value and true. He advocates that
Buddhist monks should study read the books from other traditions also.
Thereupon, he insists that modermn sciences and the teacher’s college
course must be included in the curriculum for monk education. He also
advocates monk’s studying abroad. His emphasizes the importance of
learning modern sciences for he understands Buddhism as a part of
culture rather than the complete truth system. He does not regards
Buddhist sangha as a perfect society. He regards it a part of secular
society. Buddhist doctrines must be regarded as the complete truth
system for Buddhist monks. However, Han Yongun regards Buddhist
studies as one of the varlous studies in the world His theory of
reforming of monastery education was invented for the monks to absorb
modern sciences, but the nature of Buddhist teaching and the distinctive
characteristics of monastery education was not considered.

Key words
Han Yongun, reformation of Buddhism, monastic education, pedagogy,
Myeongjihakkgyo, modemn sciences,, monastic school
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